
us KI>A Ri:CORDS CKN I HR RHGION 5 

' 505683 
June 19, 2001 

Dr. Benedict Okwumabua, Supervisor 
Waste Management Division 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Southeast Michigan District Office 
38980 Seven Mile Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48152-1006 

Subject: Ford Allen Park Clay Mine Landfill - EPA ID No. MID 980 568 711 
Incident Summary Report 

Dear Dr. Okwumabua: 

This is in response to your letter dated June 5,2001, and serves as a written incident 
report as required by our Contingency Plan. On March 26, 2001 an overflow condition 
was observed from Manhole S-1 at the Ford Allen Park Clay Mine Landfill located at 
17005 Oakwood Boulevard, Allen Park, Michigan, 48101 (Phone (313) 390-3209). The 
attached report (Attachments 1 and 2), together with this letter, provide information on 
the release and the response activities undertaken. Please note that the owner and operator 
for this facility is as follows: 

Ford Motor Company c/o Ford Motor Land Services Corporation 
550 Town Center Drive, Suite 200 
Dearborn, Michigan, 48126 
Phone (313) 322-0700 

On March 23,2001 a programming adjustment to the APCML leachate management 
system controls was performed. Inspection of the system operation was performed on 
both March 24*^ and 25"* with no mdfimctions noted. At 9:45am, on March 26, 2001, the 
overflow condition at Manhole S-1 was observed. Leachate was observed flowing into 
an adjacent low-lying area containing standing rainwater at an estimated rate of 15 gpm. 
No leachate was observed flowing to the surface drain located 300+ feet to the northeast. 
In accordance vwth the facility's Contingency Plan, facility personnel took immediate 
action to eliminate the sotnce of the release, assess the extent of the impact, contain the 
release, and to initiate a clean-up. Upon discovery of the overflow condition, the pump in 
Manhole 4 (downstream) was switched on manually to eliminate the overflow at 
Manhole S-1. There were no injuries caused by the release and operations at the facility 
were not interrupted. Oral release notifications were made within 24 hours to the 
following agencies: 

National Response Center (800.424.8804) - Report #560821 
MDEQ Emergency Response Center, PEAS (800.292.4706) - Operator ID# 603 
Wayne County Emergency Management Division (734.942.5289) - Mark Hammond 

Ford Motor Land Services Corporation 
550 Town Center Drive, Dearborn, Michigan 48126-2716 USA 
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Appropriate facility personnel have been re-instructed that immediate notification is 
required in the event of a release. Please note, however, that the source of the leachate 
material released from Manhole S-1 was from historical industrial wastes disposed in 
cells licensed under Michigan Act 451, Part 115. Your references to notifications and 
written reporting responsibilities pursuant to the Part 111 Operating License do not 
appear applicable. 

Remediation efforts were initiated immediately by EQ Industrial Services, Inc. -
Emergency Response. USEPA and/or its contractor, Roy F. Weston, Inc, arrived on-site 
to monitor clean-up activities. Initial efforts focused on removing all standing water 
around Manhole S-1 and between Manhole S-1 and the surface drain located 300 ft to the 
northeast. The water removed included discontinuous ponded areas containing runoff 
from the adjacent 1-94 freeway. Water that was removed (approximately 250,000 
gallons) was placed into the on-site leachate collection system sewer. 

Following removal of standing water, soil removal in the visibly impacted areas was 
initiated. Soils removed from the excavation were delivered to Michigan Disposal, Inc. 
and/or Wayne Disposal, Inc. for treatment and/or disposal. Confirmatory testing of the 
excavation area and the undisturbed perimeter was conducted. Two indicator parameters, 
total cyanide and total phenols, were selected to confirm removal of impacted soils to 
MDEQ-approved levels'. 

An obstruction in a check valve downstream from Manhole 4 was discovered during the 
post-incident investigation of the leachate collection system. The obstruction was cleared 
and modifications to the leachate management system have been made to reduce the 
potential for recurrence. The force main discharge from Cell II, the active non-hazardous 
waste landfill unit, has since been rerouted to a point downstream from Manhole 4 per 
previously obtained MDEQ approval. This significant leachate system modification will 
remove substantial inflow contribution to Manhole 4. In addition, prior to the incident, 
McNamee Industrial Services, Inc. was contracted to design and install a remote paging 
system capable of notifying site personnel of an alarm condition 24 hours per day, seven 
days per week. It is expected that this system will be operational within 30 days. We 
are currently evaluating whether any additional operating procedures or system 
modifications are necessary to prevent recurrence. 

' Per MERA Operational Memorandum #15, total cyanide background concentration is 0.39 mg/kg. Per 
ERD Operational Memorandum #18, Michigan Part 201 Generic GSI criteria is 210 ppb, Generic GSI 
protection criteria for soils is 4,200 ppb. 
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Should you have any questions regarding this submittal, please contact Jeff Hartlund of 
this Office at 313/322-0700 or me. 

Sincerely, , . 

i. CL^AJULL^ 
Jerome S. Amber, P.E., Vice President 
Asset Rationalization and Environmental Services 
313/322-4646 

cc/ Jim Sygo, MDEQ 
Ghalib Hanouti, Wayne County Department of Environment 
Kurt Grunert, USEPA 
David Ullrich, USEPA Region V Administrator 




